Experimental part
General. Reactions requiring an inert gas atmosphere were conducted under argon, and the glassware was oven-dried (140 °C). THF was distilled from potassium prior to use. Triethylamine, piperidine and pyridine were distilled over CaH 2 and stored under argon. Commercially available chemicals were used as received. Thin-layer chromatography was performed on aluminum plates precoated with Merck 5735 silica gel 60 F 254 . Column chromatography was performed with Merck silica gel 60 (230 -400 mesh). Radial chromatography was performed on a chromatotron (Harrison research) using silica gel/gypsum including fluorescence indicator (Merck) as stationary phase.
1 H NMR and 13 C NMR spectra were recorded on a Bruker DPX 250 or AC 300 spectrometer (250 and 300 MHz for 1 H). Chemical shifts are given in ppm, referenced to residual proton resonances of the solvents. Gel permeation chromatograms were measured in THF (flow rate 1 mL min -1 ) at room temperature, using a combination of two styragel columns (porosity 10 3 , 10 5 ) and an UV detector operating at λ = 254 nm. The molecular weight was obtained from polystyrene calibrated SEC columns. The matrix-assisted laser desorption ionization time-of-flight (MALDI-TOF) mass spectroscopy measurements were carried out on a Bruker reflex spectrometer. FAB and EI mass spectra were recorded on a Finnigan MAT 90 8: General procedure. 7 was dissolved in THF (6-8 ml) and K 2 CO 3 (0.10 g,) and
MeOH (8-10 ml) were added. The mixture was stirred for 18 h at room temperature, poured into ether and water and the organic phase was washed with water and brine. 8.90 (m, 2 H), 4 H), 8.56 (s, 2 H), 2 H), 4 H), 2 H), 2 H), 4.37 (t, J = 6.7 Hz, 4 H) 
